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School Board approves 
work budget for year 



The Morgan County Board of 
Education during a special Sept. 
30 meeting unanimously ap- 
proved a working budget for the 
2009-2010 school year, and 
heard a report on state funding 
the school district has secured. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Deatrah Barnett said the school 
system was to have originally 
received $144,169 in Kentucky 
Department of Education Flex- 
ible Focus Funds, but that 
amount has been reduced to 
$91,300. 

The board also approved de- 
sign plans for a new pressbox at 
Herdman Field, as presented by 
Murphy Graves Architects & 
Engineers. 

A matter regarding field 
maintence at Morgan County 
High School’s baseball and soft- 
ball field was again tabled. 

In other business, board mem- 
bers approved the following 
items: 

• An application 21st Century 
expansion grants. 

• The addition of Shirts & 
More, Frederick & May, Studio 
Barn Photography and Dog 
Patch Crafts & Gifts to the local 
vendor bid list. 

• Morgan County Middle 
School’s financial report for Au- 
gust 2009. 

• An out-of-state travel re- 
quest from the MCHS AP En- 
glish class to visit the Ohio Re- 

FROM THE \ 
EDITOR’S DESK jg 

99 YEARS AND 
COUNTING 

We suspect that few (if any) 
readers noticed the change in the 
volume number on The Kicking 
Valley Courier’s masthead a 
month or so ago. (The volume 
number designates the number of 
years a publication has been in 
existence.) If by chance they did, 
they would have noted that The 
Courier has begun its 99th year 
as Morgan County’s hometown 
newspaper. Next September, the 
Ford willing, The Courier will be 
100 years old. We are proud that 
the Kinner family has had the 
good fortune to be involved in the 
operation of the paper for well 
over half of that time — 65 years 
as of this December, to be exact. 
During those years, we have wit- 
nessed the transition from setting 
lead type by hand to digital com- 
position on modern computers, 
from printing on slow, hand-fed 
flatbed presses to today’s fast 
color offset presses that utilize 
electronically-produced printing 
plates and produce thousands of 
papers per hour. We feel fortu- 
nate not only to have witnessed 
it, but also to have been a part of 
it all. But there is no way the pa- 
per could have survived all those 
years without the hundreds upon 
hundreds of folks who have con- 
tributed the news tips, informa- 
tion, features stories, columns, 
photos, and community news, all 
of which make up the life blood 
of a country newspaper. To these 
people, to the loyal readers and 
subscribers, to the faithful com- 
munity reporters, and to the writ- 
ers, editors, printers, Finotype 
operators, pressmen, and other 
staffers who toiled faithfully each 
week to produce and mail the 
paper — many, many of whom 
have since passed on — and to our 
current staff, we humbly say 
“Thank you.” 
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naissance Festival. 

• The submission of the 
school system’s technology plan. 

• Memberships for Superin- 
tendent Barnett to the Kiwanis 
Club and Kentucky Valley Edu- 
cation Cooperative. 

The following personnel ac- 
tions were also approved before 
adjournment: 

Extra-Curricular 

Employment 

Robin Dickerson, academic 
team coach, MCHS; Melissa 
Hutchinson, girls’ golf team vol- 
unteer coach, MCHS; Tammy 
Clark, girls’ golf team volunteer 
coach, MCHS; Mark Easterling, 
head baseball coach, MCHS. 
Employment 

Charlotte Dunn, substitute 
teacher, district; Barbara 
Cantrell, substitute teacher, dis- 
trict; Jean-Ann Willhoite, dis- 
trict. 

Morgan County 
jobless rate was 
15.4% in August 

Unemployment rates rose in 
all 120 Kentucky counties be- 
tween August 2008 and August 
2009, according to the Kentucky 
Office of Employment and Train- 
ing, an agency of the Kentucky 
Education and Workforce Devel- 
opment Cabinet. 

Among the ten counties with 
highest unemployment were 
Morgan, Menifee, and Magoffin 
with Magoffin recording the 
state’s highest rate — 20.9 per- 
cent, up from 11.0 percent in 
August 2008. 

Morgan County’s jobless rate 
in August was 15.4 percent, up 
from 9.0 percent in August a year 
ago. The number of Morgan 
County workers without a job 
was 787 out of an estimated to- 
tal labor force of 5,118. 

Menifee County recorded 
15.3 percent of its workforce 
without a job, compared to 7.6% 
in August 2008. 

The August jobless rate in 
counties adjoining Morgan were 
as follow: Wolfe, 14.2 percent, up 
from 9.6 percent at the same time 
a year ago; Elliott, 13.0 percent, 
up from 8.7 percent a year ago; 
Lawrence, 13.5 percent as com- 
pared to 8.3 percent a year ago; 
Rowan, 9.5 percent, up from 6.3 
percent in August 2008; Johnson, 
11.5 percent, up from 6.6 percent 
at the same time last year. 

Fayette County recorded the 
lowest jobless rate in the com- 
monwealth at 8.2 percent. 

Unemployment statistics are 
based on estimates and are com- 
piled to measure trends rather 
than actually to count people 
working. Civilian labor force sta- 
tistics include non-military work- 
ers and unemployed Kentuckians 
who are actively seeking work. 
They do not include unemployed 
Kentuckians who have not 
looked for employment within 
the past four weeks. 
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Cheyenne Henry and father, Ritchie Henry. 



Middle School Sorghum 
Queen Crowned 

On Thursday Sept. 24, the reining Morgan County Middle School 
Sorghum Queen, Heather Haney, passed her crown to Cheyenne 
Henry. Ms. Henry was escorted to the football field to receive her 
crown and new title by her father, Ritchie Henry. 

Cheyenne is a very active young lady who likes to participate in 
many activities, but doesn’t let those activities negatively affect her 
academic success. She is an honor student and one of the cheerleading 
captains at MCMS. She also finds time for gymnastics, four-wheeler 
riding, and hunting. 

Her mother, Dorothy Henry; sister, Keisha Henry, and brother, 
Paul Henry, all are very proud of her and wish her continued suc- 
cess as she wears the crown and prepares for her high school and 
college careers. 




Animal Shelter to host 
Adoption Day Saturday 



Helping Hands for Animals 
will be sponsoring an on-site 
Adoption Day this Saturday, 
Oct. 10, at the Morgan County 
Animal Shelter. Hours will be 
from 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. The 
cost of adopting a shelter dog 
is $75.00, which covers the 
spay/neuter fee and rabies vac- 
cination. 

Helping Hands spokesman, 
Vicki Stacy, said the shelter has 
lots of beautiful dogs available 
that are suitable for adoption 
and she said anyone who may 
be looking to acquire a “for- 
ever friend” is invited to visit 
the shelter on Saturday and 



look them over. 

The shelter is located on 
Highway 460 in the Old Valley 
Farm Store building at Grassy 
Creek. 

More information is avail- 
able by calling Mrs. Stacy at 
743- 7261. 

Mrs. Stacy said anyone in- 
terested in supporting the ani- 
mal shelter is urged to consider 
donating food, cleaning prod- 
ucts, used collars and leashes, 
used dog houses or travel 
crates, paper towels, bedding, 
bleach, etc. 

All support is needed and 
appreciated, she said. 



Schl. employee in jail on 
gun charge after dispute 



Kentucky State Police offi- 
cials arrested a local school dis- 
trict employee for carrying a con- 
cealed deadly weapon on Satur- 
day, Oct. 3. 

According to jail records, 
John Brown, 40, of 3176 Hwy. 
844, Cannel City, is currently 
lodged at the Rowan County De- 
tention Center on a $10,000 full 
cash bond, following a domestic 
dispute with his wife’s parents at 
his in-laws’ home. 

John Brown, who spoke to 
WKYT news from jail on Mon- 
day, said that an argument with 
his mother-in-law, Thelma 
Haney, escalated when his father- 
in-law, J.C. Haney, became in- 
volved. 

According to television re- 
ports, John Brown alleged that 
J.C. Haney had threatened him 
with a gun, and reportedly in- 

Murder victim’s 
father is charged 
in son’s killing 

The father of a Wolfe County 
murder victim has been charged 
in his son’s August shooting 
death, Kentucky State Police of- 
ficials said. 

Ernest H. Banks, of Campton, 
was arrested on Oct. 1, on the 
charge of facilitation to commit 
murder in the death of Elson 
Banks, 39, of Upper Gilmore 
Road. 

KSP Detective Donnie 
McGraw served the Wolfe 
County indictment warrant in 
Bath County at undisclosed lo- 
cation. 

Elson Banks was found dead 
at his residence in August as a 
result of multiple gunshot 
wounds. His brother, Bronson 
Banks, was arrested by state po- 
lice officials last month and 
charged with murder. 

Ernest H. Banks is currently 
lodged in Three Forks Regional 
Jail in Beattyville on a $425,000 
full cash bond. 



formed J.C. Haney that he had a 
gun of his own before leaving the 
Haney residence. 

John Brown’s wife, Amy - 
who was not at home when the 
dispute between her husband and 
parents ocurred - alleged in an 
Emergency Protective Order 
(EPO) filed on Saturday night 
that her husband had announced 
his intent to purchase a gun and 
made threats against the Haneys 
to the Browns’ teenage daughter 
during a chance public encoun- 
ter following his departure from 
the Haney home. 

Amy Brown said she called 
the police when she was in- 
formed of the alleged threats 
shortly after the dispute took 
place. 

John Brown was allegedly re- 
turning to his neighborhood 
when he was arrested in a high- 
way traffic stop a short distance 
from the Haney home. Law en- 
forcement officials found a gun 
in his car that his wife claimed 
was purchased immediately fol- 
lowing the confrontation. 

John Brown told WKYT that 
the firearm was an unloaded gun 
he intended to trade. 

Superintendent of Schools 
Deatrah Barnett refuted John 
Brown’s claims to WKYT that he 
had been terminated from his job 
as a part-time alternative class- 
room paraeducator and volunteer 
assistant football coach at Mor- 
gan County Middle School due 
to the circumstances of his week- 
end arrest. 

“I have not had any conversa- 
tions with Mr. Brown,” Barnett 
said. “I was not even aware of 
this situation until after the tele- 
vision story aired.” 

Barnett, who at press time has 
not taken any action on the mat- 
ter, also noted that she is the only 
school official authorized to ter- 
minate district employees. 

John Brown was arraigned on 
Tuesday in district court. A pre- 
trial conference date was set for 
sometime next week. 



Walk To Remember event 
slated this Sunday, Oct. 11 



Morgan County’s second an- 
nual “A Walk to Remember” will 
take place 2 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 
1 1 , at Old Mill Park in West Lib- 
erty. This event is held for those 
in the community who are strug- 
gling with the loss of a child. It 
is free and open to the public. No 
pre-registration is required. Par- 
ents, family, friends and other 
relatives are encouraged to at- 
tend. 

In 1988, President Ronald 
Reagan proclaimed October as 
Pregnancy and Infant Child Loss 
Awareness Month. In 1999, Jan 
Cornett began an annual event in 
the Mt. Sterling area for those 
who had lost a child either 
through stillbirth or miscarriage. 
Later, she extended her event to 
include anyone who had lost a 
child regardless of age. 

In 2003, Morgan County resi- 
dents Kelly and Tonya Nickles, 
after the devastating loss of their 
twin daughter, Ashley, were in- 
vited to attend Jan’s walk. After 
attending, they realized what a 
positive impact the event had on 
their grieving and healing pro- 
cess, and vowed to never miss an 
event. 

Last year, with the help of the 
community, the same event was 



started for those in Morgan and 
surrounding counties who are 
struggling every day in dealing 
with the loss of their child or chil- 
dren. More than 150 people at- 
tended this first-time event. For 
once, parents and family realized 
they were not alone in their daily 
struggles. 

Again this year, the event will 
begin with a pinning ceremony 
for parents, a remembrance ser- 
vice, followed by recognition of 
each child by reading their 
names, tree dedication and rib- 
bon ceremony. The event will 
conclude with a single lap walk 
around Old Mill Park in honor of 
our children. We will take the 
steps in life that our children will 
never be able to, and finish with 
a touching and emotional balloon 
release. 

If you, or anyone you may 
know, have experienced the loss 
of a child, please make plans to 
attend. 

Deadline for news, ads 

News items and advertising 
submitted for publication in The 
Licking Valley Courier should be 
submitted by Friday of the pre- 
ceding week and must be in our 
office before noon on Monday. 




2009 HHR 

Silver, 5,000 Miles, 
Clean & Sharp 

S 1 6 , 400 °° 



Plus Tax, Title, and License 




BOG-743-31 16 or 800-260-3604 





Located Inside 
Cougar Corner 



743-3054 



Medium 1 Topping Pizza 
Or Breadsticks.... $5,99 ^ N 



12 FREE Hot 
^ Wings With A 
Large Supreme 
1 Or All Meat Pizza 
Menu Pricing! 
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2004 GMC Envoy 

SLE, 4x4, Sharp 



s. 
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Morgan Tire Center, Inc. 



VISA 



1592 West Main Street 
West Liberty, Kentucky 

Phone: 606/743-7350 Or 606/743-4663 




